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approval of the Transvaal people than that it should be forced on 1905-1906
them by the Imperial Government. Meanwhile he had devoted a Age 53"64s
great deal of time and thought to the drafting of the new Transvaal
Constitution which in the end owed much to his efforts and
his keen sense of the legal problems involved. This was in a special
sense a labour of love to him, for he had always maintained that the
distinction between the Liberal and the Conservative supporters
of the war would be discovered in their behaviour after it. The
Liberals would be for the peace of reconciliation, the Conservatives
in all probability for treating the former Boer Republics as con-
quered states. Being one of the former, Asquith felt himself under
a special obligation to see that the Liberal view prevailed.
IV
It was unknown to the public and scarcely realised by most
members of the Government that a serious European crisis was in
progress during a large part of the month of December 1905, and
for the first three weeks of January 1906—in fact, while British
Ministers and politicians were almost wholly occupied in Govern-
ment-forming and electioneering. There were many moments
during this time when France and Germany seemed hopelessly at
variance on the Morocco questions, and the Ministers responsible had
seriously to face the possibility that a collision between them on a
subject covered by the Anglo-French Convention would require
Great Britain to go to the aid of France. The curious chapter of
accidents which caused the highly important exchange of views on
this subject between Sir Edward Grey and M. Cambon to come and
go without being submitted to the Cabinet has been related else-
where,1 and need not be repeated here. Being out of London, and
not one of the Ministers intimately concerned, Asquith did not hear
of this transaction till some time after the event, but he strongly
shared the view, which Sir Edward Grey expressed in after years,
that it ought to have come before the Cabinet, and he has been
heard to describe the omission as one of the most curious examples
in his memory, of a concurrence of untoward events working to a
conclusion which no one intended and no one could defend.
The  happy   issue   of the  Algeciras   Conference   ended  these
1 Life of Ca^bett-Bawnerman, n, Chapter XXX. The theory that Campbefl-
Bannerman had been out-manoeuvred or outwitted by Sir Edward Grey and
Mr, Haldane was a favourite one with a certaia school of politicians for some years
after the facts became known, but this was finally disposed of by the documents
published in the Life

